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seller, over the printer, who, in the earliest days of the press, had
matters much his own way, corroborates the older statements of
Christopher Barker and George Wither and explains the abortive
attempt made by eleven of the leading London printers either
in 1660 or 1661 to found a new company, independent of the
Stationers, to look after their own special interests. Evelyn will be
found to bear later and similar testimony on p. 117. UEstrange
was not content with the ordinary' penalties which he found avail-
able for inflicting upon his offenders, such as death, mutilation,
the pillory, stocks, whipping, carting, stigmatising, 'standing under
the gallows with a rope about the neck at a publique execution5,
and a sufficient variety of other punishments, one would have
thought, even for a man of his catholic taste. He had, however,
a great idea of making the punishment fit the crime; or making
the penalty, as he expresses it, "bear proportion to the malice'.
So, with a sort of Gilbertian ingenuity, he proceeded to draw up
a list of suggestions:
In some cases, they may be condemn'd to wear some visible
badge, or mark of ignominy, as a halter instead of a hatband,
one stocking blew and another red; a blew bonnet with a red T
or S upon it, to denote the crime to be either treason or sedition:
and if at any time the person so condemned shall be found with-
out the said badge or marque during the time of his obligation
to wear it, let him incurre some further penalty, provided only
that if within the said time he shall discover and seize, or cause
to be seized, any author, printer, or stationer, liable at the time
of that discovery and seizure, to be proceeded against for the
matter of treasonous or seditious pamphlets^ the offender afore-
said shall, from the time of that discovery, be discharged from
wearing it any longer.
L*Estrange agreed that these proposals might seem *phan-
tastique% but there are many men, he shrewdly added, 'who had
rather suffer any other punishment than be made publiqucly
ridiculous3. I/Estrange was obviously too good a man to be
wasted; besides, his unflinching loyalty to the King in the darkest
days of his exile had long cried out for adequate recompense; so OB
Z5th August 1663 he was appointed to succeed Sir Johga Barkaahead
as * Surveyor of the Imprimery% with similar police powers to those
previously held by the Stationers* Company, In addition he was